
Analyzing sustainable management of Poland's vast forest 
ecosystems
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Introduction

Poland's Forest Coverage

Poland has over 9.2 million hectares of forests, making it 
one of Europe's most forested countries. These forests 
support biodiversity and climate regulation.

Sustainable Forest Management

Forest management in Poland emphasizes sustainability 
and is supporting the economy.

Certification

The presentation covers forest resource state, timber 
harvesting trends, ownership, growth dynamics, and 
certification impacts like FSC and PEFC.
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Forest Ownership Structure
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OWNERSHIP TYPE AREA (HA) SHARE (%)

State Forests 7,109,976 76.9

Private Forests 1,782,319 19.3

Other 350,144 3.6



Forest Resources – Key Figures
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FOREST TYPE
GROSS 
RESOURCES 
(MILLION M³)

AVERAGE 
STOCKING 
(M³/HA)

AVERAGE AGE 
(YEARS)

State Forests 2,048.9 288 60

Private Forests 444.1 249 50

Total 2,617.9 283 58



42 mln m3
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Timber harvesting in Poland 
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Timber resources in age classes  (2014)
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Timber resources in age classes – forecast  (2030)
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Timber resources in age classes – forecast* (2050)
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Growth and Timber 
Harvesting Dynamics

Forest Growth Rates

State forests grow at 9.0 m³/ha/year, slightly higher than private forests at 
8.5 m³/ha/year.

Regeneration Period

Forests regenerate every 30 years, ensuring timely replenishment of 
harvested areas.

Final Felling Age

Trees are harvested at around 100 years, allowing optimal maturity 
before cutting.
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Forecasts for future

Timber Resource Growth

Timber resources are projected to grow by 12 to 19%, reflecting healthy 
forest management.

Forest Area Expansion

Forest area is expected to increase by 0.73%, enhancing carbon capture 
and biodiversity.

Timber Harvesting

Timber harvesting  could decline by 5-15%, which would result in losses 
for the timber industry and the energy sector. 

Certification Impact

Certification schemes could reduce timber availability by 6%, balancing 
ecology and usage.
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