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The forest in the UNECE 
region: 
• 41 % of the global 

total forest area
• 60% global industrial 

roundwood production
• 75% of global certified 

forest area
The boundaries and names shown, and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

Joint 
UNECE/FAO 
Forestry and 
Timber 
Section 



Global megatrends
Forests I Wood I Policies 

triple planetary crisis

technological advancement

demographic shifts

globalization 
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Generating value - incentivize SFM – strengthen circular bioeconomy

Source: Austrian Forest Report 2023 (https://info.bml.gv.at/dam/jcr:19b66d46-f3e6-4026-9aaa-b43e3da574e5/Austrian_Forestreport2023_Einzelseite_web23nov2023.pdf ) 

Austrian wood flow 2021

https://info.bml.gv.at/dam/jcr:19b66d46-f3e6-4026-9aaa-b43e3da574e5/Austrian_Forestreport2023_Einzelseite_web23nov2023.pdf


UNECE: Wood Energy Sources

46%

47%

6% 1%

S1 Direct S2 Indirect
S3 Recovered S4 Unspecified

Source: Joint Wood Energy Enquiry (https://unece.org/forests/joint-wood-energy-enquiry)

https://unece.org/forests/joint-wood-energy-enquiry


Scanning the horizon - short term - November
UNECE Committee on Forests and the Forest Sector : Market Discussion



Scanning the horizon - short & medium term - beyond the forest sector
Forest Sector Outlook Study 2020-2040

demand: low carbon construction & fashion 

Increased barriers to international trade

supply: increase in (planted) forests

Impacts of climate change
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Conclusions

 SFM: foundation for sustainable wood products in the UNECE region

 Key incentives for SFM: revenues from wood and non-wood forest products 

 Sawnwood & recycling: at the heart of the highly integrated forest-based sector

 Wood energy: (mainly) not from forests directly

 Use of forests & wood: responsive to changes

 Data: need to be accurate, comparable, timely and accessible

 Horizon scanning: helps anticipating (internal/external) change 

 Innovation: increases product portfolio, extends cascades, closes loops

 Communication: beyond the sector’s boundaries! 

 More: Committee on Forests and the Forest Industry (link)

https://unece.org/info/Forests/events/398812


Thank you
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