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Europe

Where is
Latvia?

LATVIA
Area: 64 589 km2

Population: 2 million

Forest area: 53 % of Latvia’s land territory

Forest area per inhabitant – 1.73 ha

Sweden
Area: 528 447  km2

Population: 9.5 million

Forest area: 75 % of Sweden’s land

territory

Forest area per inhabitant – 4.17 ha

Belgium
Area: 30 528 km2

Population: 11 million

Forest area: 22 % of Belgium’s land

territory

Forest area per inhabitant – 0.06 ha

Source: http://ej.uz/zb21, http://ej.uz/3nok, http://ej.uz/iuyu

http://ej.uz/zb21
http://ej.uz/3nok
http://ej.uz/iuyu


Forests in Latvia 2025
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1925 2025

53.0%

27%

53.0%

Source: Latvian State Forest Research Institute "Silava"

State owned 48%, municipalities 3%, private 49%.



Timber Felling Volumes in Latvia
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Source:State Forest Service



Tree species and forest regeneration
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Land use challenge – potential to use 
unused agriculture land
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Distribution of private forest 
properties by size classes (forest 
ownership monitoring)

8

Data source: State Land Service, Forest Research Institute Silava



Forest Policy

• Approved in 1998 by the Government as a result of long 
discussions among stakeholder organizations

• Main goal – Sustainable management of forest and 
forest land (definition H1)

• The task of the Forest policy - to balance society's 
interests by:

- creating a favorable environment for economic 
development,

- preserving the ecological values of Latvia's 
forest,

- ensuring the social functions of forest, and 
optimizing legislation

9



Role of the State
(as defined in the Forest Policy)

- Policy development – Ministry of Agriculture 
(Government)

- Enforcement of legislation – the State Forest Service 
(Government institution)

- Management of State owned forests – Joint Stock 
Company «Latvian State Forests» (commercial entity)

- Support functions – education, research, extension, 
state support for priority actions

1
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Forest Sector Governance
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MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE

Forest

Consultative

Board

FOREST SECTOR

JSC “Latvijas valsts meži”

8 Regional Centres

Ownership

State Forest Service

5 State Head Forestries

Supervising and

consultative

Forest policy



Guidelines for the development of 
the forest and related sectors 2015-
2020 … 2025-2032

• Sustainable and internationally recognized forest 

management

• Competitive products with high added value

• Appropriate potential of education and science and skill 

level of human resources
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Objectives of the forest sector development policy:



Legal Framework for Forest 
Management

Equal requirements for all forest owners (for state 

forests maximum allowable timber harvesting volume is 

calculated, private forest owners have right to restrict access 

to their forests)

Forest Law – defines equal requirements for all forests

Regulations issued according to Forest Law on special issues 

such as tree felling, forest regeneration, forest reproductive 

material, nature protection in forest management, etc.

Other legal acts on nature protection influence forest 

management in specific areas
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Forest sector export – import balance
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Latvia’s Forest Sector Share of Forest 
Products in the Total Exports of Latvia
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Data source: Central Statistical Bureau
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Economical aspect - Forest 
Industry Export, million Eur

1
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Ecologic aspect of forests

1
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 Strict protection in forests 6-7%

 Important restrictions 14%

 30% of forests are under different protection regimes.



Ecologic aspect of forests
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Social aspect of forest
Jobs in the Forest and Related Industries

1
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Harvesting

First
processing

Further processing, furniture
manufacturing

Related
industries

7000 20 400 12 800 83 950

Forest 

management

7500



Social aspect of forest
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Forest sector events
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Forest sector events
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Forestry measures under the
Common Agriculture Policy strategy
(state and EU support)

- Afforestation

- Restoration of damage to forests from forest 
fires and natural disasters and catastrophic 
events

- Thinning of young forest stands

- Replacement of non-productive stands
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The amount of thinned young 
forest stands
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Data source: State Forest Service



Other CAP strategic plan
measures related to forestry

• Support for the renovation or reconstruction of drainage 
systems (development of infrastructure under the 
measure – Investments in physical assets)

• Support for advisory services

• Support for knowledge transfer

• Support for producer groups

• Support for cooperation

• Natura 2000 payment

2
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Hunting in Latvia

• Law on Hunting and the regulations on hunting – lays 
down principles to provide sustainable management of 
hunting resources

• Hunting rights belong to a land owner or legal 
possessor who has hunting areas in the land parcel

• Hunting is organized on hunting districts.

• Game animals - mammals and birds living in the wild 
which are limited or unlimited for the hunting.

• Limited – game animals – elk, red deer, roe deer, wild 
boar, wolf, capercaillie and black grouse.

• Unlimited – for example fox, badger, marten, beaver, 
several species of ducks and geese.
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Elk population development in Latvia

2
7

2000
/200

1

2001
/200

2

2002
/200

3

2003
/200

4

2004
/200

5

2005
/200

6

2006
/200

7

2007
/200

8

2008
/200

9

2009
/201

0

2010
/201

1

2011
/201

2

2012
/201

3

2013
/201

4

2014
/201

5

2015
/201

6

2016
/201

7

2017
/201

8

2018
/201

9

2019
/202

0

2020
/202

1

2021
/202

2

2022
/202

3

2023
/202

4

2024
/202

5

Novērtēts 10595118031329114218137931449414498144881440915004164301750919307205792108121000220002300023000230002400023000210001900018000

Limits 2619 2989 3442 3473 3182 3271 3164 2970 2813 3133 3533 3545 4696 5321 5592 6622 6867 7801 8286 8738 9084 8493 7810 6555 5904

Nomedīts 2064 2344 2585 2521 2579 2667 2521 2316 2371 2661 2861 3190 3855 4349 4894 5810 6416 7052 7474 7791 7163 6521 6110 5153 4519

10595
11803

13291
1421813793

14494144981448814409
15004

16430
17509

19307
205792108121000

22000
230002300023000

24000
23000

21000

19000
18000

2619 2989 3442 3473 3182 3271 3164 2970 2813 3133 3533 3545
4696

5321 5592
6622 6867

7801 8286 8738 9084
8493

7810
6555

5904

2064 2344 2585 2521 2579 2667 2521 2316 2371 2661 2861 3190
3855 4349 4894

5810
6416

7052 7474 7791
7163

6521 6110
5153

4519

0

5000

10000

15000

20000

25000

30000

Aļņu (Alces alces) skaita dinamika Latvijā



Wild boar population development in 
Latvia
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Red deer population development in 
Latvia

2
9

2001
/200

2

2002
/200

3

2003
/200

4

2004
/200

5

2005
/200

6

2006
/200

7

2007
/200

8

2008
/200

9

2009
/201

0

2010
/201

1

2011
/201

2

2012
/201

3

2013
/201

4

2014
/201

5

2015
/201

6

2016
/201

7

2017
/201

8

2018
/201

9

2019
/202

0

2020
/202

1

2021
/202

2

2022
/202

3

2023
/202

4

2024
/202

5

Novērtēts 225332286824562264952836331279326043442837537398174368249622518655246153000540005700059000620006600071000710006900068000

Limits 4875 4952 5179 5144 5345 5790 5543 5516 6566 7196 8273 10432123721247814596160061826420122231082515528610315043232433660

Nomedīts 3071 3282 3277 3467 3815 3904 3830 4354 5251 4888 5606 7553 8735 9774 118051373615330178252003920524240472498524949

2253322868
24562

26495
28363

3127932604
34428

37537
39817

43682

49622
51865524615300054000

57000
59000

62000

66000

7100071000
6900068000

4875 4952 5179 5144 5345 5790 5543 5516 6566 7196 8273
10432

1237212478
1459616006

18264
20122

23108
25155

28610
315043232433660

3071 3282 3277 3467 3815 3904 3830 4354 5251 4888 5606
7553 8735 9774

11805
13736

15330
17825

2003920524
240472498524949

0

10000

20000

30000

40000

50000

60000

70000

80000

Staltbriežu (Cervus elaphus) skaita dinamika Latvijā



Normunds Struve

Forest Department

E-mail: Normunds.Struve@zm.gov.lv

Thank you for your attention!


